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Name: ___________________DOC:_______________Date:__________ERD/SED:_________                                                       
Getting Started  Preparation Notes/File Information 
Introducing the Interview: 
• We’re going to talk about your life 

before you were arrested.  It helps us 
understand where you are coming 
from. 

• Everyone does this type of interview 
when they come to prison or are 
placed on supervision.   

• I have some things to talk to you 
about that are intended to help both 
of us understand you better.  You just 
need to answer to the best of your 
ability. 

 
Starting the Interview: 
• Thinking back to a couple months 

before your arrest, tell me about a 
typical day starting from the moment 
you woke up. 

• Tell me a little bit about your life 
before you were arrested. 

• Let’s start by talking about what led 
you to be in prison/on supervision. 

 
Helpful Hints: 
• Use plain talk: have a conversation 

free from acronyms, etc. 
• Be neutral: look to find information 

without judgment 
• Avoid questions that imply a correct 

answer, such as you didn’t threaten 
anyone, right? 

• Stay on topic: keep conversation 
around information you’re looking 
for 

• Take breaks as needed.  Interviews 
may be difficult for the interviewer or 
the interviewee.    

Residential: 

Educational/Vocational: 

Employment: 

Social Influence: 

Alcohol/Drug Use 

Mental Health: 

Aggression: 

Attitudes and Behaviors: 
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Residential Items Potential Conversation Prompts 
30 Residence during the most recent 6 months in the 

community 
• Where had you been staying before you got 

arrested? 
• Who lived there or was there often? 
• How long has your family stayed there? 
• Tell me about the places you were staying?  How 

long were you at each place? 
• Where did you store your clothes and 

belongings? 

31 Occupants of current residence at time of assessment or 
reassessment or immediately prior to incarceration 

32 Residence at the time of the most recent offense 
33 Current pro-social support in neighborhood at time of 

assessment or reassessment or immediately prior to 
incarceration. 

34 Does offender have a release address? 
35 Need for individual living services at time of assessment or 

reassessment? 
36 Would benefit from the following services: 

File Information  
Current Residence/Potential Release Current Occupants 

Address: Name Age Relationship 
   

   

   

   

   

Interviewer Notes  
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Education/Vocational Items Potential Conversation Prompts 

37 Highest grade level ever completed, at time of assessment 
or reassessment     

• Which high school did you go to? Did you 
graduate? 

• What did you enjoy/not enjoy about school? 
• Did you ever have difficulties with learning? Did 

you have an (Individualized Education Plan (IEP)? 
• What did you do after high school? 
• If you didn’t graduate, was it your choice or the 

school’s to not continue?  
• How do you feel about going back to school or 

getting a GED? 

38 Reason offender stopped going to school?   

39 Communication barrier/ interpreter required at time of 
assessment or reassessment? 

40 Is offender hearing impaired? 

41 

Offender's motivation for additional academic or 
vocational education at time of assessment or 
reassessment 

File Information  
High School Information GED Information College/Vocational 

Name: Name: Name: 

Location: Location: Location: 

Highest Grade Completed:  Completion Date:  Completion Date: 

Interviewer Notes  
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Employment Items Potential Conversation Prompts 

42 
Current employment at time of assessment or 
reassessment in the community or immediately prior to 
incarceration 

• How did you pay rent or other bills? 
• How did you get the last job you had? 
• How do you pay for doctor visits? 
• What is the longest period of time you have ever 

been employed? Tell me about that job.  
• How would your supervisor react if you got in 

trouble or went to jail? 
• When you left your last job, was it your choice? 
• What would you think your last supervisor/boss 

my say about you as an employee? 

43 Current Employment if in prison: 

44 Employment relationships in prior 6 months in the 
community 

45 Longest period of continuous legal employment in the 
community since age 18 

46 Problems while employed since age 18 
47 Marketability/skills at time of assessment or reassessment 

48 Barriers to employment at time of assessment or 
reassessment 

49 Primary source of income during the most recent 6 
months in the community 

50 

Average monthly income (net) from legal employment 
and other legal sources during the most recent 6 months 
in the community (under the table income is considered 
illegal) 

51 Management of finances during the most recent 6 months 
in the community 

52 Health insurance at time of assessment or reassessment 
File Information  

Current Employment Current Supervisor 
Name/Address: 
 
 

Name/Title: Phone/Cell: 
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Social Influences Items: Partner & Family Potential Conversation Prompts 
53 Current marriage or equivalent relationship.  • Describe your current relationship.  

• How did your spouse/partner deal with your 
recent conviction? 

• How did you meet your current 
girlfriend/boyfriend? 

• What would your girlfriend/boyfriend think or do 
if you got another charge? 

• If your family walked in on you when you were 
high, what would happen? 

• When’s the last time you had an argument with 
your parents or siblings?  What happened? 

54 Influence of partner during the most recent 6 months in 
the community 

55 Problems of partner during the most recent 6 months in 
the community 

56 Level of conflict with partner during the most recent 6 
months in the community 

57 Influence of family member(s) most involved in the 
offender's life in most recent 6 months 

58 Problems of most involved family member(s) during the 
most recent 6 months in the community 

59 
Level of conflict with family member during the most 
recent 6 months in the community 

File Information  
Current Partner/Spouse 

Name: 
 
 

Address: Phone/Cell: 

Parents/Siblings/Family 
Name/Relationship: 
 
 

Address: Phone/Cell: 

   

   

   

Interviewer Notes  
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Social Influences Items: Children Potential Conversation Prompts 
60 Number of children • Do you have minor aged children? Tell me about 

them. 
• What’s your relationship like with your 

child(ren)? 
• When’s the last time you talked to your children?  

What did you talk about? 
• What kind of things do your kids enjoy doing? 
• How do you support your kids?  
• What’s your relationship like with the 

mother(s)/father(s) of your child(ren)? 
• Is the court or DSHS involved with custody or 

visitation? If so, in what way? 

61 Currently pregnant? 

62 Offender living with his/her minor children at the time of 
offense 

63 Circumstances of offender's minor children at time of 
assessment or reassessment 

64 Residing with his/her minor children or plans to establish 
and continue a relationship with his/her minor children 

65 Offender expects to have shared or full custody of his/her 
minor children upon release 

66 Offender is now or will be the sole provider of his/her 
children 

67 
Offender involved in important decisions regarding 
his/her children (e.g. school-related, health, outside 
activities) regardless of setting 

68 Offender is a single parent 
File Information  

Child’s Name Birthdate Child’s Mother/Father Child’s Name Birthdate Child’s Mother/Father 
      

      

      

Interviewer Notes  
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Social Influences Items: Friends & Leisure Potential Conversation Prompts 

69 Friends during the most recent 6 months in the 
community 

• Who do you call the most? 
• Who came to visit you while you were in jail? 
• Do you have friends that have never been in 

trouble? 
• If your friends want to do something that could 

get you into trouble, what would you say or do? 
• What do you do when you are not at work or 

school? 
• Tell me about your average day – where do you 

go and what do you do? 
• What are your interests or hobbies? Tell me more 

about that. 

70 Response to influences of anti-social friends during the 
most recent 6 months in the community 

71 Offender's prison associates in the most recent 6 months 
72 Challenging/Interesting hobbies/unstructured activities 
73 Interest and involvement in positive, structured activities 

74 

Average percentage of time each day spent in structured, 
positive activities 

File Information  
Co-Defendants: Known Associates: 

  

  

  

Interviewer Notes  
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Substance Abuse Items Potential Conversation Prompts 
75 Age of first alcohol or drug use • Tell me about the last day you used, starting from 

the time you woke up. 
• How much did you usually spend/use per day? 
• Do you think you’d be on DOC/in prison right 

now if it weren’t for drug use?  Why? 
• What’s the longest time you’ve ever been 

completely drug and alcohol free? Tell me about 
that. 

• What prompted you to stop using during that 
time?  

• How do you stay clean? 

76 Alcohol or Drug use problem 
77 Type of Drug Problem 

78 Current and past impacts of alcohol/drug use problem 
during offender's lifetime 

79 Methods of supporting alcohol and/or drug use during 
most recent 6 months in the community 

80 Participation in alcohol/drug treatment program in 
offender's lifetime whether successfully completed or not. 

81 
Offender spent considerable time obtaining, using and 
feeling the effects of drugs/alcohol in the most recent 6 
months in the community 

82 
Strategies that helped the offender remain clean and 
sober for 6 months or longer in the community at any 
time in offender's life 

File Information  
Drug, Alcohol or Drug Involved Convictions: Positive UA/BA History 

   

   

   

   

Interviewer Notes 
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Mental Health Items Potential Conversation Prompts 

83 Mental health problem during offender's lifetime based 
on file material, self-report, and official documentation 

• Did you ever participate in mental health 
evaluation? What was the result? 

• Have you ever been in the hospital?  What for? 
• Have you ever been prescribed mental health 

medications?  How did that come about? 
• Have you ever had a protective payee that was in 

charge of your finances?  
• Have you ever attempted to harm yourself? What 

happened?  What was happening at that time in 
your life? 

84 Suicidal thoughts during offender's lifetime based on file 
material, and/or self-report 

85 Hospitalizations/in-patient stays for mental health 
problem during offender's lifetime, regardless of setting 

86 Mental health out-patient counseling during offender's 
lifetime, regardless of setting 

87 

Mental health medication prescribed during offender's 
lifetime, regardless of setting 

File Information  
Known Mental Health History 

  

  

  

Interviewer Notes  
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Aggression Items Potential Conversation Prompts 

88 Threatening, aggressive, or violent behaviors in offender's 
lifetime 

• When was the last time you had an argument 
with someone?  What did that look like? 

• How did you handle disagreements when you 
were in jail or prison? 

• When you feel someone has disrespected you, 
what happens? 

• When you get angry, what is the first thing you 
do? 

• When are you most likely to get angry or 
aggressive? 

89 Description of all threatening, aggressive, or violent 
behaviors ever 

90 Motivation for all threatening, aggressive, or violent 
behaviors in offender's lifetime 

91 Threatened/caused physical injury to another person with 
a weapon in offender's lifetime 

92 

Anger/frustration/tolerance 

File Information  
Known violent offenses or infractions 

  

  

  

Interviewer Notes  
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Attitudes and Behaviors Items Potential Conversation Prompts 

93 Consequential thinking demonstrated during the most 
recent 6 months regardless of setting 

• How do you want to be seen by others? 
• What do you think about the prison staff or 

police you’ve come in contact with generally? 
• What do you think about your sentencing for 

this charge? Do you think it was fair?   
• What does being successful look like to you?  

What do you need to get there? 

94 Social perspective taking 

95 Impulse control demonstrated during the most recent 6 
months regardless of setting 

96 Dealing with others demonstrated during the most recent 
6 months regardless of setting 

97 Problem solving demonstrated during the most recent 6 
months regardless of setting 

98 Goal setting and planning 

99 Motivation for all criminal behavior(s) in offender's 
lifetime 

100 Pattern of social interactions and characteristics over the 
offender's lifetime 

101 Behavior demonstrated toward authority figures during 
the most recent 6 months regardless of setting 

102 Respect for property of others demonstrated during the 
most recent 6 months regardless of setting 

103 Accepts responsibility for anti-social behavior during the 
most recent 6 months regardless of setting 

104 Offender's readiness for changing lifestyle, during most 
recent 6 months regardless of setting 

105 Compliance with rules of institution/community 
supervision 

106 Offender’s belief in successfully completing supervision  
File Information 

Recent Behavior Observation Entries, violations or infractions 
   

Interviewer Notes  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Name: ___________________DOC:_______________Date:__________ERD/SED:_________                                                      

