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Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Washington State Penitentiary 
LFC COVID Updates 
June 14, 2022      

Call Details
Facility: WSP / Teleconference 
Date and Time: 6/14/2022, 1:00PM 

Attendees 
● LFC Members: Karen Cain; Jayme Longoria; Wendy & Dean Dubinsky 
● DOC Staff: Rob Jackson, Superintendent; Sgt. Harvey Chase; Lonnie Roberts, CPM; Lynn “Irish” 

Clark, CPM; Edith Darensbourg, RN3 IPN; Bill Copland, CS4 Family & Volunteer Services; Debra 
Gilbreth, CS1 & Scribe   

Weekly COVID Update:     Superintendent Jackson 

Current numbers as of June 14, 2022:  
• Current positive cases among incarcerated (in the last 30 days): 2  
• Number of confirmed cases of incarcerated to date: 2,122  
• Number of confirmed staff cases to date: 759 
 
The Washington State Penitentiary (WSP) is still on a Facility Cluster Status with a couple locations on 
limited outbreak status.  There are 4 incarcerated individuals (I/I) in isolation and 1 I/I positive with 
COVID.  We also have 188 I/I in quarantine.  
 
We are in the process for testing the whole facility based on our cluster status.  Many our population 
have refused to be tested.  
 
QUESTIONS: 
 

Q: Now that Covid tests are readily available, when an incarcerated person is transferred to a different 
facility, are they still put in quarantine for two weeks upon arrival, or are they tested before they leave 
and no quarantine, or is it up to the facility where they arrive, or how does that work?   
A: Per the current COVID guidelines we have a process called Transfer mitigation where the person 
transferring gets a PCR test within 72 hours of the planned transfer. If negative, upon arrival at 
receiving facility they will get a rapid antigen test upon entry. If both tests are negative, they will be 
placed in general population or other housing destination.  It depends on the circumstances. 
 
Q: You stated that WSP has a Limited Area Outbreak. What units are affected? 
 
A: IMU S and Baker Unit.  There’s the potential of that changing in a few more days because they will 
test again and if it’s negative, they will be able to come off that status.     
 
Q: Why are some of the I/I refusing to test?  What is the process for when they refuse?   
A: Status quo.  We continue to operate as we are and with the cohorts. If there are some I/I that do 
test and they test positive, we will move that area to a limited outbreak are and move in that direction. 
Currently, we aren’t doing anything differently for those that refuse to test. 
 
 
QUESTIONS: 



2 | P a g e  

Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Washington State Penitentiary 
LFC COVID Updates 
June 14, 2022      

QUESTIONS Cont.: 

Q: Why are they refusing to test.  
A: COVID fatigue.  We all have it.  The population is tired of COVID. I think they refuse because it’s a 
way for them to quietly rebel.  If they test, it can prolong the outcome or the length of quarantine. 
Right now, nothing is changing if they refuse.   
 
Q: We are still unable to have a video visit with our son.  We are in touch with Carrie Meyer every week 
to share the issues we are experiencing.  It’s getting frustrating that we are still having problems with 
this. Is there a way we can do this? I voiced my concerns when this was presented at the State Level.  
There is no recourse. They will give us another free visit, and we already have many of those.   
A: I am so sorry and share in your frustration.  JPAY is having problems throughout the facility.  We 
continue to work with them to get it operational. Cable TV access is spotty at best and then add that to 
our staffing shortages.  We are trying to do what we can, but we have limited control over this.  
 
Q: How are regular visits going? 
A: It really depends on the day and unit.  The visits die back when we go into cluster status. We are still 
seeing visiting occur and have at least 2-3 visitors.  Bill Copland shared that he came last week and the 
WC visiting room was full and the guests were enjoying the take home activities.   
 
Q: What are the take home activities?  
A: Our goodies bags are filled with a wooden picture frame and bird house that they can all decorate 
with markers and stickers.  There are also some conversation starters and two flyers for the Local 
Family Council and Lodging Assistance Program.   
 
Superintendent Jackson: Our Cable TV system is down in various areas and in different levels, we are 
aware of the problem and tried to communicate it to the population.  Staff have been chasing the issue 
for the last month. It’s been difficulty getting a tech in due to vaccination requirements to come inside.  
Today issues were identified, and a lot of money was spent to fix the issue.    
 
Q: When do you think it will be completed? 
A: We have narrowed it down and will get on it as quick as we can. 
 
Superintendent Jackson: This Thursday we will be moving into a restrictive movement for staff 
appreciation. We are holding a grab and go BBQ and an award ceremony.  There will be some limited 
movement.  
 
Q: is that communicated out to the population? 
A: Yes, it is.  All the CUS’ have shared it with their units.  There are some areas operating, but it’s 
limited.   
 

Next COVID-19 Teleconference June 21, 2022  
Next Local Family Council meeting August 6, 8:30 am – 10:00 am – via Teams 




