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Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Washington State Penitentiary 
LFC COVID Updates 
June 21, 2022      

Call Details
Facility: WSP / Teleconference 
Date and Time: 6/21/2022, 1:00PM 

Attendees 
● LFC Members: Tina Wright; Connie Hollis, Carrie Montoya; Megan Miller; Wendy & Dean 

Dubinsky 
● DOC Staff: Rob Jackson, Superintendent; Steve Barker, Associate Superintendent; Sgt. Harvey 

Chase; Lonnie Roberts, CPM; Bill Copland, CS4 Family & Volunteer Services; Monica Ritter; 
FRA2; Debra Gilbreth, CS1 & Scribe   

Weekly COVID Update:     Associate Superintendent Barker 

Current numbers as of June 21, 2022:  
• Current positive cases among incarcerated (in the last 30 days): 5  
• Number of confirmed cases of incarcerated to date: 2,125  
• Number of confirmed staff cases to date: 763 
 
The Washington State Penitentiary (WSP) is still what is known as a Facility Wide Cluster Status due to 
positive test results among staff.  This means that all staff are required to test twice a week unless 
otherwise directed from a different protocol. 
 
Fox Unit West was identified as a Limited Outbreak Area and is now on Quarantine status. This is the 
outcome of four positive test results among the incarcerated individual population and more than two 
staff positive results within the last 14 days.  We will continue to test Fox Unit as required by the 
Quarantine status of that unit.   
 
IMU South was cleared from Quarantine status and is back to normal operations.  
   
QUESTIONS: 

 
What will happen to the people in Fox Unit, West? 
A: Under Protocol 32, the unit population was given the option to quarantine in the unit. Most of the 
men didn’t want to leave. There were four or five guys that refused to sign the form. Heath Services 
staff are checking back in with them to see if they’ve changed their minds about refusing.   
 
Q: What are their options? 
A: Our IMU units are currently full, so their options are to stay in their cell and quarantine on their own 
without mixing with anyone in their unit. 
 
Q: Why is IMU full if they aren’t on quarantine? 
A:  Our IMU’s are full because once we open, we are back to our normal operations. Things happen 
where people need the IMU.  Also, we are catching up with the IMU S. transfers and we are only able 
to transfer so many out at a time, so it takes a while to transfer everyone out. We are full at the 
moment.    
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QUESTIONS Cont.: 

Q: During our last meeting, WSP was getting ready for its staff appreciation. How did that go and how 
long was the population on the restricted movement? 
A: About 36 hours between two separate days. We were back to operations by Thursday at noon.  And 
it didn’t seem that much different from those days when we have low staffing numbers. 
 
Q: But there have been more restrictive movements since that time? 
A: We continue to struggle with our low staffing numbers, and we are closing certain areas to limit the 
impact. 
 
Q: What is the continued issue with staffing. 
A: Same issue as many places around us. No one wants to work.  We can’t replenish the empty spots as 
quickly as we lose them.  We had around 100 vacancies in custody, but we also had vacancies in other 
areas like nursing and engineering.   
 
Q: You mentioned that IMU N was filled because of transfer separation?  
A: One mod is used for that. Not all. 
 
Q: Are people still receiving the rapid tests when they transfer into and out of a facility?    
A: That is our usual protocol.   
 
Q: Last week we talked about people refusing to be tested and if they refuse to test, what would 
happen. Any Changes?  
A: Unfortunately, same answer. It depends.  We are playing it by ear right now.   
 
Q: Follow up question to the TV’s and have they been fixed? 
A: There are still glitches but most of the channels have been restored.  They do have TV in all living 
units.  55-60 channels back up and operational. 
 
Q: You said you are doing testing tomorrow in the facility. Is that for the whole facility? 
A: Only in the South and West and not in the East Complex.  
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Next COVID-19 Teleconference June 28, 2022  
Next Local Family Council meeting August 6, 8:30 am – 10:00 am – via Teams 


