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Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Washington State Penitentiary 
LFC COVID Updates 
September 20, 2022      

Call Details
Facility: WSP / Teleconference 
Date and Time: 9/20/2022, 1:00PM 

Attendees 
● LFC Members: Tina Wright; Wendy & Dean Dubinsky; Carrie Montoya; Zak Kinneman 
● DOC Staff: Steve Barker, Associate Superintendent; CPM Irish Clark, Debra Gilbreth, CS1 & 

Scribe 

Weekly COVID Update:     Associate Superintendent Barker 

 
The Washington State Penitentiary (WSP) is still on what is known as a Limited Area Cluster status in 
our Medium Custody, Victor and William Units.  Staff are testing once a week. 
There are 7 individuals in isolation with 6 of them being COVID positive. There are 470 individuals on 
quarantine.  
 
Total positives for this outbreak are 18 with 12 individuals recovered so far. Our most recent positive 
was yesterday, which reset the quarantine date for William Unit.   
 
QUESTIONS: 

 
Q: How long is the quarantine time frame? 
A: We are being told 21 days.  The reason is because we have most of the individuals in those units 
refusing to test. The individuals who are testing are those who are transferring or those that 
participated in the Pow Wow.  Any positive testing resets the unit timeline.  
 
Q: So you would need everyone in the unit test to make it less than 21 days? 
A: Yes and then it would be 14 days. The population has told us that it is much faster to come off of 
quarantine if they don’t test. But testing is required to transfer out of our facility and occasionally we 
get a positive out of that. 
 
Q: How does this affect the rest of the population outside of Victor and William? 
A: All other units are running normally if staffing is available.  
 
Q: Including visits? What is the facility being considered for the color?  
A: The institution is considered Yellow. Visits are still going on. The rest of the facility isn’t being 
affected by Victor and William units.  
 
Q: If the county is green and the facility is green then masks will not be required for visiting. Is that 
correct? 
A: The county went back to green, but that doesn’t affect us at this time. There was something that 
came out about that, but we have been in yellow status and so it hasn’t affected us yet.  
 



2 | P a g e  

Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Washington State Penitentiary 
LFC COVID Updates 
September 20, 2022      

Q: Any more staff turning up positive? 
A: We get an occasional positive. Recently our county had a few “Super Spreader” events with the 
Pendleton Round-up and the fair and a couple other things. What we are seeing is that someone in 
their household is positive, so that specific WSP staff has to test every day when they come to work. 
 
Q: Do you know if you have anybody impacted because of the pow wows? 
A:  There has been a couple positives turn up from that. We don’t know if it’s because of the pow wow 
or if they were incubating. 
 
 

 
Next COVID-19 Teleconference Tuesday, September 27, 1:00 pm – via Teams 
Next Local Family Council meeting October 1, 8:30 am – 10:00 am – via Teams 


